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AN IMPRESSIVE FOURTH GENERATION furniture and interior 
design company, von Hemert Interiors was born of Anna Martin 
von Hemert who started a little boutique fabric house, The Chintz 
Shop, selling cut yardage, luxurious velvets and brocades across 
from the Los Angeles Farmers Market in 1920. 

Cut to the present day and von Hemert Interiors is thriving as 
both a furniture showroom—one in Costa Mesa and one in 
Torrance—and a full-service interior design firm. “We are most 
known for a traditional aesthetic,” says Carrie von Hemert, Anna 
Martin’s grand daughter who serves as von Hermet Interiors’ 
Creative Director. “Our Italian product sets us apart, but I think we 
are really known for carrying unique high-end furniture and great 
accent pieces.” On the interior design side they cater to everything 
from entire residences to window coverings and paint to, of course, 
furnishings.

VON HEMERT INTERIORS
After almost 100 years this family-owned business is still thriving  

BY VANESSA KOGEVINAS

In addition to a traditional aesthetic, their show-
rooms also feature more modern, midcentury and 
transitional pieces and upholstery offerings. Lines 
they represent include Stickley, Theodore Alexander, 
Century Interiors, Hancock & Moore, American 
Leather, Lexington Home Brands, Marge Carson and 
John Richard—to name a few.

“I was very much influenced by growing up in the 
family business. I always loved fashion and always 
loved art,” says Carrie, who studied interior design at 
Chico State. Her sister Kelly works alongside her on 
the business end of things, following in her father, 
Barry’s footsteps, who used his degree in business to 
open two stores with his father Theodore—the flagship 
in Costa Mesa in 1977 and a second in Torrance in 1978. 
The family had moved their Los Angeles location to 
Laguna Beach in the 1950s. 

Kelly who serves as the Business Controller of the 
company, also exhibits a true passion for the entire 
business. “My favorite part of my job is to take a break 
and see what is outside the office door,” she says. “No 
business rules or math formulas give me the same kind 
of wonder and joy that comes from experiencing a 
beautiful room.”

In true keeping with its being a family business, 
Susan—Carrie and Kelly’s mother, and Barry’s wife—is 

“OUR ITALIAN 
PRODUCT SETS 
US APART, BUT I 
THINK WE ARE 
REALLY KNOWN 
FOR CARRYING 
UNIQUE HIGH-END 
FURNITURE AND 
GREAT ACCENT 
PIECES.”– CARRIE VON HEMERT
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BELOW A terrace in Monarch Crest, Laguna Niguel. Brown Jordan furnishings. Interior design by Anita 
Borrelli of von Hemert Interiors. BOTTOM LEFT TO RIGHT Back row: Anita Borrelli, Pollyanna Talisse, Mary 
Larez, Mashid Foudladlou, Donna Pennington. Front row; Kelly von Hemert and Carrie von Hemert. LEFT A custom table and chairs 

by Fremarc Design are set in the 
kitchen dining area. Chandelier 
by Fine Art Lighting. BELOW Hand 
painted chairs sourced in Italy and 
a table from Marge Carson make 
up a vignette in the living room. 
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K I T C H E N
D U T Y

TAKE INSPIRATION FROM THESE DESIGNER KITCHENS TAKING 
CENTER STAGE THROUGHOUT THE STATE THIS YEAR

BY JENNIE NUNN
 
 

BELOW The pool area of a Laguna Niguel residence. Outdoor furnishings by Century Furniture. 
BOTTOM A carpet inset in stone and an Italian crystal chandelier anchor the living room. Sofa 
and end tables by Century Furniture, coffee table by Maitland-Smith, ottomans by Bau Furniture, 
custom Steinway & Sons piano. Interior design by Anita Borrelli of von Hemert Interiors.
 

also involved. “For over forty five years my father and mother, have made countless 
buying trips to Italy, Spain and China,” says Carrie —and the sisters continue to make 
time to take sourcing trips.

“I went to Italy after taking an art history class in college and was so inspired,” says 
Carrie. “Everything that I learned about, I got to see in person. That to me was very 
exciting—that I can work with all kinds of things that I have studied and help people 
realize their dreams for their homes.” In fact, over the last 100 years, von Hemert Inte-
riors has achieved that. “Customers have been coming to us, knowing that we add value 
every step of the way by offering ideas,” says Kelly, “putting those ideas onto paper and 
creating a design that is both functional and beautiful.” CH

“CUSTOMERS HAVE BEEN COMING TO US, 
KNOWING THAT WE ADD VALUE EVERY STEP 
OF THE WAY BY OFFERING IDEAS.”
– KELLY VON HEMERT

A sleek gray-and-
white kitchen design 
by Surfaces USA.


